Relative Deprivation Theory

· Based on the concept that inequality increases both strain and crime rates

· Relative Deprivation – in a society where income inequality exists, the indigent feel humiliated and used by the affluent…unless young males take risky behavior, they will lose out in social competition and have no future success
· Therefore, crime will be highest in areas of mixed income (affluent and indigent)
· Combines concepts from anomie and social disorganization theories
· Lower class people feel deprived (health care, shelter, money)
· There is support for the theory
Is this theory relative (restricted to the lower class)?


No, regardless of the level of affluence or poverty, people may experience strain if their goals are 

not achieved.

General Strain Theory

· Robert Agnew

How does Agnew’s general strain theory differ from Merton’s anomie theory?

· Focus on micro or individual level effects (Merton focuses on groups of people-aggregates)

· Provides a more general explanation of crime in all classes (Merton focuses on lower to lower-middle class)

· There are multiple sources of strain:

· Failure to achieve positively valued goals – aspire wealth, but impossible to achieve because of no education, financial resources

· Disjunction between expectations and achievements – comparison to peers (grades or money, acceptance to college)

· Removal of positively valued stimuli – loss of girlfriend, divorce of parents

· Presentation of negative stimuli – child abuse, school failure

· Anger and perceived victimization lead to strain which leads to delinquency

