Emile Durkheim and Anomie; the theory of crime


(Presented in a context of a theory of modernization)

· Focused on society, its organization and development

· Believed that humans are free and rational in a contractual society

What school of thought do these ideas originate from?   Classical School

What is anomie according to Durkheim?

· Economic inequality is a natural and inevitable human condition

· It is not associated with crime unless there is a breakdown of social norms and rules

· This societal breakdown resulting from inadequate regulation of transactions is called anomie; it is a pathological state

Background:

· French revolution of 1789

· Rapid industrialization

· Social solidarity was disintegrating in France

Division of Labor – social solidarity

Change in society from mechanical to organic form

· Mechanical – primitive form of society; little division of labor; everyone is self-sufficient; social groups live in isolation; solidarity is based on uniformity of members “collective conscience”

· Organic – segments of society are dependent upon one another; highly organized division of labor; solidarity is based on diversity of functions

· All societies are in some stage of progression between mechanical and organic forms; no society is totally one or the other

Function of law – plays a role in maintaining social solidarity

· Mechanical – law enforces uniformity of members of a social group; represses deviation

· Organic – law regulates interactions of parts of society; provides restitution for wrongful transactions
Mechanical Society

Crime

· Mechanical – crime is normal; there is a “collective conscience”; there is pressure against diversity (i.e. bad taste --to-- criminal sanctions)

· Sacrifices are the cost of being a part of society

What important role do criminals play in the maintenance of social solidarity in the mechanical society? 

· Societal demands are designed so that a certain percentage of people will not adhere to them

· There is an identifiable group of nonconformists

· The conformists then feel a sense of moral superiority over them; this is the source of social solidarity

How is solidarity derived in a mechanical society?

· From pressure for conformity against the diversity of its members.

Punishment

· Maintains social solidarity

· Punishment is meted out not for retribution or deterrence

· Punishment is meted out so that those who are sacrificing for society will not become demoralized (i.e. early release or light sentence for a murder – injustice = demoralization)

· Punishment is necessary to maintain allegiance to society

· Punishment is also a visible form of moral superiority for the solidarity group; action increases social solidarity

Why is crime normal in society?

**Crime is normal in society because there is no clear distinction between behavior that is in bad taste, morally reprehensible, or criminal.  If criminal behavior decreases, some of the morally reprehensible actions may now become criminal.

**Therefore, a society without crime is impossible. Crime is inevitable because of diversity.


The Pathological State
· The pathological state would be one with no crime

· Society would be so rigid that it would prevent social change

**Therefore, crime is the cost society pays for progress.

Organic Society

· The French industrial revolution destroyed the traditional solidarity based on solidarity

· Industrialization was so rapid that society could not effectively regulate transactions between people

· As such, there were times of economic prosperity and economic recession

Anomie

· Durkheim expanded the concept of anomie in Le Suicide

· Suicide increased at times of economic prosperity and recession
· Society also functions to regulate how a person perceives his/her own needs 
· The more a person has, the more he/she wants
· Society regulates wants and needs; the human appetite
· Anomie at times of recession
· Recession causes people to reduce spending, change their lifestyle; they have difficulty adjusting which may result in suicide
· Anomie at times of prosperity – is worse
· Desires increase at a time when rules have lost their authority; people become impatient of control; there is no new scale in place and desires run rampant
· Without government control and regulation and lack of religious intervention people’s desires and appetites are no longer curbed and it leads to a chronic state of anomie and increased rate of suicide
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