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INTRODUCTION

Mysticism, when transposed from the warm twilight of myth and
fiction to the cold searchlight of fact and reason, has usually little
left to recommend itself. Its language, unless resounding within
its own magic or mystic circle, will often appear poor and even
slightly foolish, and its most baffling metaphors and highflown
images, when deprived of their iridescent wings, may easily re-
semble the pathetic and pitiful sight of Baudelaire’s Albatross.
Political mysticism in particular is exposed to the danger of losing
its spell or becoming quite meaningless when taken out of its
‘native surroundings, its time and its space. ‘

‘The mystic fiction of the “King’s Two Bodies,” as divulged by
'English jurists of the Tudor period and the times thereafter, does
not form an exception to this rule. It has been mercilessly plucked
by Maitland in a highly stimulating and amusing study on “The
Crown as Corporation.”* With a strong touch of sarcasm and irony,
the great English historian of law has disclosed the follies which
the fiction of the king as a “Corporation sole” could, and did, lead
to, and has shown at the same time what havoc the theory of a
two-bodied king and a twinned kingship was bound to work in
bureaucratic logic. Wittily Maitland puns about the king being
“parsonified” and styles the theory of the King’s Two Bodies “a
marvelous display of metaphysical—or we might say metaphysio-
logical—nonsense.”

From his admirably stocked garner of juridical exempla Mait-
land was able to produce case after case illustrating the absurdity
of that doctrine. He tells us the story about King George III who
had to go to Parliament for permission to hold some land as a
man and not as a king, “since rights not denied to any of His
Majesty’s subjects were denied to him.” He adds that other delight-
ful case concerning the tenants of one of the traitors of the
rebellion of 1715 whose barony had been confiscated and handed
over to the king: the tenants were jubilant at this change of lord-
ship, for owing to the fact that the barony now was “vested in His
Majesty, his heirs and successors in his politick capacity, which
in consideration of law never dies,” they believed that henceforth

’

1 F. W. Maitland, Selected Essays (Cambridge, 1936), 104-127, reprint from Law
Quarterly Review, xvit (19o1), 181-146.
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